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CRITERIA FOR LOCAL LANDMARK DESIGNATION 

1. Significance 
2. Property Type- Individual Districts 
3. Location 
4. Integrity-Preservation 
5. Endangered  
6. Willing to accept it and display plaque 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



2021 LANDMARK DESIGNATION AWARD WINNER 
504-506 E. Capitol Avenue 

Owner: Meredith Cox 
 

The Perry Scott Rader House is an example of the Italianate Side 
Hall architectural style. The house was built as a single-family 
home on a lot once owned by Dr. William Bolton, a prominent local 
doctor.  The builders of the home and the exact date of 
construction are unknown.  However, Sanborn Fire Insurance 
Maps show the home existed in 1898. The original address of the 
home was 510 E. Main Street. At some time in its history, the house 
was divided into a first-floor and second-floor apartment, and the 
current addresses are 504 and 506 E. Capitol Avenue.  Between 
1898 and 1908, a porch was added to the northeast façade of the 
house, and eventually, the porch was fully enclosed.  In 2005, the 
property was listed as a contributing resource within the National 
Register of Historic Places-Capitol Avenue Historic District. The 
house serves as a private residence, and renovations are currently 
in progress. 

Several notable Missourians have 
owned and lived in the home. 
According to the Abstract of Title, John Thompson Clarke and his wife, 
Sarah “Sadie” Bolton, owned (and possibly built the house) the property 
from 1897 to 1901.  Census records from 1900 show Frank Littleton Pitts 
rented the home while he held the office of Missouri State Treasurer. 
Lawyer and St. Louis Globe Correspondent, Joseph Harry Edwards and 
his wife, Mary Carter, purchased the home from the Clarkes and lived 
there until 1905.  Perry Scott Rader and his wife, Julia Benetta Younger, 
owned the home from 1905 to 1935. Perry Scott Rader was a Reporter of 
the Missouri Supreme Court and author of several history books about 
Missouri. One of which, Civil Government and History of Missouri, was 

used as a textbook in Missouri schools in the early 1900s. From 1949 to 
1984, Henry William Ells and his wife Cleo Moon owned the home.  Henry 

Ells served as Jefferson City Clerk from 1929 to 1961. 

In 1986, former Missouri Department of Corrections Director, Thomas Whitecotton and his wife, Dee, 
purchased the home after living next door at Ivy Terrace for 20 years. The current owner of the Perry 
Scott Rader House is Whitecotton’s granddaughter, Meredith Rooney Cox. 
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2021 LANDMARK DESIGNATION AWARD WINNER 
630 Broadway Street 

Owners: Stanley and Melva Fast 

The Tanner family has historically been one of the most important and best-known families in 
Jefferson City's Munichburg. Brothers Jacob and Charles Tanner, immigrants in the 1850s from 
Jefferson City's partner city Munichberg in Bavaria, Germany, purchased and rebuilt Glover's Mill 
on the Moreau River in 1856 and operated it until it was destroyed by flood in 1858. The bridge 
over the Moreau River near that mill site was opened in 1868 (twice replaced) and has ever since 
been known as Tanner Bridge, which in turn gave its name to Tanner Bridge Road, one of the 
arteries leading south from Jefferson City. The Tanner brothers moved to Jefferson City and built a 
brick, general merchandise store in 1858 on the comer of Dunklin and Jefferson Streets, which led to 
the establishment of that intersection as the business center of Munichburg. Jacob bought out his 
brother Charles who later built a foundry and machine shop to the south. Jacob's son, Herman 
Tanner, continued and enlarged the prosperous store to a position as the leading general store in 
Munichburg. Herman, married with children, moved from the Tanner residence attached to the 
store and built an imposing residence befitting his economic standing two blocks away, 630 
Broadway. 

The Schwarzott block, the west side of the 600 block of Broadway, was subdivided and opened 
for development in 1887. Herman Franklin Tanner and his wife Carolina (Lena) (nee Schubert) 
selected the lot at the south end of the block (630 Broadway), which they bought from Henry and 
Cillicia Schwarzott. They built their residence in 1894 and occupied it in 1895 (pregnancy and 
birth intervened). In the following years six more substantial brick residences, following Herman 
Tanner's lead, filled in the lots on the rest of the block. The comer lot of the block went first 
because it was the most visible, therefore preferable, site for the residence of a prominent person. In 
1912 the Jefferson City Post wrote that when the block is filled in it "will  be the handsomest 
residence street in the city." Southsiders called the intersection of two of the Southside's major 
streets the "Tanner corner." 

Herman and his wife Caroline, speaking both English and German, raised six children in the 
house. Herman died in 1930 and Caroline in 1951, age 91. Daughter Edith (aka Eda), never 
married, continued to live in the house until she died in 1966. Youngest daughter Edna married 
Larry Sullivan and the couple, who had no children, also lived in the house. Edna, widowed, died in 
1978 and shortly after the property passed out of the Tanner family. Speculation was that the 
vacant house would be subdivided into apartments, but happily, it was spared that fate by Dean 
Allen who acquired the property. In 1990 Mrs. Allen sold it to current owners Stan and Melva 
Fast. 

The Fasts admired the house for its age and beauty and began addressing water damage and other 
issues of neglect from the past century, including rebuilding all four chimneys as they  were original. 
They removed paint to restore the original woodwork to its natural beauty and updated the kitchen 
and bathrooms. The original configuration of rooms and stairway remained intact. The building, 
both interior, and exterior is now in excellent condition. 



According to Jeanette DeWyl Kassebaum, niece of Herman Tanner, A.W. Elsner was the architect 
who built the Tanner house in 1894, John V. Eveler did the stonework, and Jack Slate and Fred 
Buehrle, Jr. did the brickwork. The outer walls of the house are twelve inches thick. 

Jane Beetem, in her 2002 nomination for placement on the National Register of Historic Places (as 
part of the Broadway-Dunklin Historic District), describes the house as "a 2-story brick Queen 
Anne-influenced house with irregular plan and a 2-bay facade facing Broadway. This house is one of 
the more prominent homes in the neighborhood, due to its well-detailed architecture and highly 
visible location." The multi-colored, tile-floored front entrance is recessed behind an arch of 
rounded bricks. On the south side of the entrance is a large square window topped by a half-
round stained-glass window featuring the Tanners' ancestral Bavarian blue, and the ensemble is 
framed by rounded bricks. Its stone sill is supported by concrete brackets. Above it on the upper 
level is a double window with stone sill and lintel. Above the recessed entrance is a highly 
distinctive tall, single-window also framed with rounded bricks, which opens onto a beautiful, 
symmetrical-designed, wrought-iron balcony, a signature of German influence. The roof cornice on 
both street sides has decorative brackets highlighted by a Victorian-era multicolor paint scheme. 

The south side, facing Dunklin, has three windows on each floor, all with louvered shutters and 
all with stone sills and lintels that match the front fa9ade. The one-story brick portion of the back 
of the house extends a few feet beyond to the south and adds interest to the simplicity of the 
house's otherwise rectangular plan. The north side, facing the adjacent house on Broadway, has a 
round stained-glass window close to the recessed front entry, which colorfully lights up the foyer 
at the base of the stairway inside the house. The house's backside has a rebuilt, one-story wooden 
porch with posts. The house sits on a foundation of cut stone. 

Arrangement of the high-ceiling rooms inside the house follows 1890 styles. A foyer opens to a 
hall that leads to the back of the house. To the left of the foyer and hall, when entering, are two 
parlors connected by an original pocket door. The front parlor is larger. Behind the second parlor are 
the dining room and kitchen. Original stairs in the foyer with the original railing and wooden post 
with ball newel lead to three second-floor bedrooms. 

On the backside of the property is an outbuilding (it could have been a residential "alley house"), 
along an unnamed, ten-foot-wide public right-of-way created when the Schwarzott property was 
subdivided into lots to provide access to the rear of the Broadway Street properties before cars. A 
distinctive, concrete "bunker" garage opens from Dunklin Street, so that only its front, street-level 
entrance is visible from the exterior. It was created by excavation into pliable loess when the 300 
block of Dunklin Street was put through and lowered in 1925. 

Beetem further stated in 2002, "The house has been rehabilitated over a period of years and is in 
excellent condition... The house and outbuildings have retained their form, size, massing, 
fenestration pattern, materials, craftsmanship, and setting ... Rehabilitation efforts over the last 
several years have resulted in the house's current excellent condition." 

 

 

 

 



The Tanner House is worthy of Landmark 
designation because: 

1. The Tanner House is prominent 
architecturally not only in Munichburg 
but also in Jefferson City for its Queen 
Anne style with architectural details, such 
as recessed entrance, iron balcony, 
stained glass windows, rounded brick 
windows, and detailed and painted 
cornices. Its construction in 1894 was a 
stimulus for the development of the rest 
of the historic 600 block of Broadway 
and likely other houses nearby. 
 

2. It has been wonderfully preserved by its 
occupants, both the Tanners and the 
Fasts, the present owners. Its exterior is 
virtually the same as when built 127 years 
ago, and the interior has been restored as 
much as feasible, and upgraded for 
contemporary living. 

 
3. It is highly visible, on a major intersection 

in Munichburg and Jefferson City 
 

4. The Tanner House is the only remaining structure to bear visible witness to the Tanner family, one of 
the most important early entrepreneurs to develop Munichburg. (The Tanner machine shop is no 
longer recognized by that name). The other named item remaining in the landscape is Tanner Bridge 
Road. 

 
5. The Tanner name provides a historic, visible connection to Jefferson City’s partner city Munichberg, 

Germany.  

 


